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“It's 2 missed opportunity not to use these collectors
on more buldings In Dubal to provide domestic hot
water. Perhaps the reason that workers' houses have
them Is because they are more concemed than other
cwners about utlity costs, I'm surprised that there are
not mere of these simple active and passive collectors on
the rocfs — they're all over the rest of the world where
there's typicly kess sun than here, They're very eesy to
retrofit, espedaly on flat rocfs — you can set your ool
lector to face south at the aptimum angle, which Is based
on the latitude.”

Kelbaugh expleins that the Middle East's greatest
barrier for renewzble technology ks the price of energy.
He say= "Energy k priced low here — It's artifidally cheap
and can ull the people Into not caring, a5 well as promoting
waste and discouraging Innovation.”

LEEDING BY EXAMPLE
Seneviratne explains that green retrofks are far more
common In North Americs, and that a number of konkc
bulidings — induding the UN headquarters and New York's
Empire State Buldng — are recelving sustainable facelfts.
Yet on the positive skie for the UAE, he reveals
that 28 buldings In the Emrates have reglstered to
be certified under LEED EB or ESOM (Existing Bullding
Cperation and Malntenance). There Is also an Incentive
programme for retaining the structure of the bulidng,
as he explans: “LEED Bullding Design and Constructian
covers new buldings and major refurblshments. If you
retain things Ike the shell, the structure, the fagade, the
ficors, then you will get gedits"

56/ aryscape /|Un-sep2000

LEED Commerclal Interlors Is ancther section of the code that
can apply toretrofits, and Seneviratne points to a successfil ase
study. "A great example of how ta retrofit Is the TECOM head-
quartars buldng In Dubal Meda Clty, The management understood
the requirernents of the bullding and completely retrofitted It with
new lighting, new alr condtioning, ete. It achleved LEED Platirum
status — the highest ranking”

Seneviratne bellevesthat LEED-compllant retrofits will become
much more prevalkent. 'Once the awareness and education
reaches a certai level then pecple are going to ask for It. Pecple
wil wantt to say I'm Iving In a LEED bullding’, These bulkdings wil
have an edge over the others.”

BEHAYING BETTER
The energy efficency of a bulding Is not Just down to engineering
techniques; a crudal part of the equation Is the behaviour of the
ccoupants, Seneviratne says: 'If you aeate or retrofit 2 buliding
to be green, the oooupants need to be part of the process. Pecple
have got Into bad hablts here. You c&n put slow-flow water
fixtures on the taps, but If the nccupant keeps the tap running
whie they're making a coffee, then any saving that you've done
Is gone, Lkewlse, If you have low-energy lighting but you keep
thelights on In the night then that effidency that you have eamed
goes out the window,

“Owver here, the awareness of sustalnabllity Is not as high as
In other parts of the world, and it may take some time for that
awareness to spread. Plus this reglon lacks the Incentives and
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It's a missed opportunity not to use these collectors on more bulidings in Dubal to
provide domestic hot water. Perhaps the reason that workers’ houses have them
is because they are more concermed than other owners about utiity costs

fadlitles to enable greener [festyles, such
as recydng programmes. If you're an expat
Canadian or German and you led a sustainable
Ife back hame, then you should be daoing |t here
as well We need to have the systems and rues
In place to make this happen.

"The govemment has the biggest role to
play. but it can also come from NGO, large cor-
paretions, utlities, sodal networks — these are
all vehides that can rake awareness, Generally
gwareness programmes areated by the gov-
emmert are accepted wel"

He suggests that utity companles shouid offer
monitaring systems to spot energy wastage. "if
3 bulldng's energy blls are Increasing then that
could mean thet an appllance ks deteriorating and
needs to be replaced. The utlity provider could run
a survey aoss every bullding and see where the
energy has Inoeased recently. In this digita age,
we have the tooks to do this”

Kebaugh beleves that companies could start
by setting regulstions to save energy and money.
"“Companles should set reguletions about ther-
mostat levels — rooms are often kept very mld
here. This habit wastes a lot of energy and needs
tochange. Before youretrofit abulkdng you shoukd
retrofit behavieur, That doesn't cost a dirham” @
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